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Media Release                     For Immediate Release 

 

WWF Welcomes APRIL’s New Deforestation Moratorium, 

Careful Scrutiny Needed on Implementation 
 

JAKARTA (3 June 2015) – WWF has welcomed an immediate moratorium on natural forest clearing, and 

new peatland development in an upgraded Sustainable Forestry Management Plan (SFMP 2.0) announced today 

by pulp and paper company Asia Pacific Resources International Ltd (APRIL). 

 

“The enhanced Sustainable Forest Management Policy announced today is APRIL’s response to longstanding 

calls to quit deforestation by civil society groups. WWF hopes APRIL can fully implement this commitment 

considering its potentially positive environment and social impacts,” said Dr Efransjah, CEO of WWF-

Indonesia. 

  

While optimistic, WWF is still cautious on APRIL’s full and strict implementation of its policy and intends to 

closely monitor progress in partnership with stakeholders such as NGO coalition Eyes on the Forest.  

 

Under the new policy, APRIL has committed not to acquire new land, licences or suppliers with plantations 

developed in breach of the forest safeguards in the policy. While APRIL has committed to no new clearing or 

draining of forested peatland, the policy allows development of degraded peatland to continue based on 

recommendations from independent peatland experts.  The new policy includes a commitment to protect High 

Carbon Stock (HCS) areas identified in accord with the HCS Approach prescribed by the HCS Approach 

Steering Group.  

 

As a member of the  Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC), WWF expects to continue working with other 

experts and civil society groups to support and advise APRIL in meeting its  commitments and its transition to 

become a more responsible producer. WWF is also calling on APRIL to include more representation from civil 

society groups and to comission an independent review of its progress in implementation of SFMP 2.0.  WWF 

urges APRIL to respond to and follow up all recommendations and inputs from SAC and key stakeholders in a 

clear and transparent manner.  

 

“This strengthened commitment by APRIL is an encouraging step along the pathway towards responsible and 

sustainable production. We call APRIL to always respect tenure rights of  indigenous people and take serious 

efforts to resolve existing social conflict as they are committed in this policy,” said Aditya Bayunanda, WWF 

Indonesia Forest Commodity Market Transformation Leader. 

 

“We will continue to work with other civil society organisations to monitor and assess APRIL’s compliance  

with its commitments.” 

 
For more information, please contact: 

 

Aditya Bayunanda, Forest Commodity Market Transformation Leader, WWF-Indonesia 

Email: abayunanda@wwf.or.id, Hp: +62-818-265-588 

 

Nenden N. Fathiastuti, Public Relations Manager WWF-Indonesia 

Email: nfathiastuti@wwf.or.id, Hp: +62 811 1909-148 
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Rod Taylor, Director WWF Global Forest Programme  

Email: rtaylor@wwfint.org, Hp: +41 798177620 

 

 

Editor’s Note: 
APRIL’s Forest Conservation Management Policy is available at 

http://www.aprilasia.com/en/sustainability/sustainability-policy  
 
 

 

 

About WWF-Indonesia 

WWF-Indonesia is a national and independent conservation organization and part of WWF global network. 

WWF has been working in Indonesia since 1962, with the Javan Rhino conservation in Ujung Kulon, WWF 

Indonesia is currently working through 28 site offices in 17 provinces, from Aceh to Papua. Supported by 500 

staffs, WWF Indonesia is working collaboratively with government, local community, private sector, NGOs, 

civil society, and public at large. Between 2006 to 2013, WWF Indonesia is supported by 64.000 domestic 

supporters. More info, please visit www.wwf.or.id. 
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